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Competitive Climate: Profitable Future, London

23rd September 2008, Wembley Stadium
The Business Case for Water Minimisation 
This workshop provided training for delegates on the following:

1. How to identify water costs

2. How to assess and calculate water use

3. Tips and water saving opportunities.

How this specific area will benefit business
· The training will enable representatives from businesses to:
· Take steps to reduce water consumption across the business
· Take steps to reduce water costs for the business
· Take steps to reduce the environmental impact of the business.

Practical tips on implementing water reduction:

1. As a general rule of thumb, the true cost of water is 1% of business turnover.

2. Obtain and understand copies of the business water bills.

3. Check bills are based on readings and not estimates.

4. Check your business is being charged the correct tariff for the size of the property.

5. Identify how your business is charged for surface water.

6. Develop a water balance, so that you can identify and quantify water use on site.

7. Look for leaks and unnecessary/excessive use of water.

8. Summarise and plot your water use data, so that you can identify trends easily. Normalise the data ie record water use data per tonne of product.

9. Identify areas where there may be opportunities to reduce water use and what costs may be saved
10. Set up a maintenance programme for water using products/technologies/equipment.

Envirowise tools and services mentioned and which will aid in implementing the tips above:

1. Mogden Formula tool – can be used to calculate trade effluent charges where effluent is discharged to sewer.
2. Monitoring tool - Helps you easily to record and track where water is being used in your company, and analyse your findings.

Relevant Publications 
GG152R Tracking water use to cut costs

GG522 – Cost-effective water saving devices and practices for commercial sites

GG523 - Cost-effective water saving devices and practices for industrial sites
EN660 - EN667

EN660 Reducing water use in catering establishments

EN661 Reducing water use in laundries

EN662 Understanding leaks, water pressure and meters

EN663 Reducing water use - showers

EN664 Reducing water use in washrooms - taps 

EN665 Understanding water and wastewater bills

EN666 Reducing water use in washrooms - urinals

EN667 Reducing water use in washrooms – WCs

EN893 – 896

EN893 Product recovery – reducing water use and improving resource efficiency

EN894 Reducing water use through cleaning-in-place (CIP)

EN895 A guide to developing a water balance

EN896 Reducing mains water use through rainwater harvesting

Case studies

CS597 Furniture manufacturer is sitting pretty on its water savings 

CS592 The sweet smell of success at Hampshire Cosmetics

CS390 Cutting the costs of fish processing

CS891 Resource efficiency at an organic dairy products factory

Water Technology List – lists water efficient technologies qualifying for an Enhanced Capital Allowance (ECA).

